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Examiner: Katherine W. Mitchell 
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REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

' Certificate of Corrections Branch 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The above-identified patent has been found to have the errors set forth in the 

enclosed Certificate of Correction. It is requested that this Certificate of Correction be 

issued and returned to us. Since these errors occurred in both the final printing phase of 

the patent and in the final application, a check in the amount of $100.00 is enclosed to 

cover the necessary fees. Should the Office determine that additional fees are needed, 

please charge Deposit Account No. 06-2425. 
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The errors are verifiable in the patent application file as follows: 

ERROR VERIFICATION 

Column 1, lines 51, 62, and 65, delete Applicant error, 
"pieced" and insert —pierced-. 

Column 2, line 2, delete "pieced" and insert Applicant error, 
-pierced-. 

Column 3, line 2, delete "pieced" and insert Applicant error, 
-pierced-. 

Column 4, line 48, after "free end" insert - Examiner's Amendment of December 16, 

the spiraling middle portion configured 2005. See attachment, 
around the vertical portion;-. 

These errors occurred in good faith and correction thereof does not involve such 
changes in the patent as would constitute new matter or would require re-examination. It 
is requested that a Certificate of Correction be issued and returned to us. 

Attached hereto, in duplicate, is Form PTO-1050, with at least one copy being 
suitable for printing. 
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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in telephone interviews 
with John Hanley during the week of 12/1216/2005. Examiner notes for the record Mr. 
Hanley's exceptional professionalism and cooperation in reaching allowance. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claim 1, line 17 has been amended to insert -, the spiraling middle portion 
configured around the vertical portion- immediately after "the free end" and before the 
semi-colon. 

Claim 5, line 8 has been amended to insert -, the spiraling middle portion 
configured around the vertical portion- immediately after "the free end" and before the 
comma. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In addition 
to the previously cited references, Ross Des 368,671 was considered to read on the 
independent claims prior to this examiner's amendment, as Fig 1 , in the embodiment 
shown by fragmentary view of Fig 10, has the structural limitations. However, the 
amendment that the spiraling middle portion is configured around the vertical portion, is 
not taught, nor would there be any motivation to add this feature, as the Ross earring 
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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in telephone interviews 
with John Hanley during the week of 1 2/1 21 6/2005. Examiner notes for the record Mr. 
Hanley's exceptional professionalism and cooperation in reaching allowance. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

Claim 1, line 17 has been amended to insert the spiraling middle portion 
configured around the vertical portion- immediately after "the free end" and before the 
semi-colon. 

Claim 5, line 8 has been amended to insert -, the spiraling middle portion 
configured around the vertical portion- immediately after "the free end" and before the 
comma. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In addition 
to the previously cited references, Ross Des 368,671 was considered to read on the 
independent claims prior to this examiner's amendment, as Fig 1, in the embodiment 
shown by fragmentary view of Fig 10, has the structural limitations. However, the 
amendment that the spiraling middle portion is configured around the vertical portion, is 
not taught, nor would there be any motivation to add this feature, as the Ross earring 
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It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

Column L 

Lines 51, 62, and 65, delete "pieced" and insert -pierced-. 
Column 2 , 

Line 2, delete "pieced" and insert -pierced-. 
Column 3 , 

Line 2, delete "pieced" and insert -pierced-. 
Column 4 , 

Line 48, after "free end" insert -the spiraling middle portion configured around the 
vertical portion;-. 
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